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April 9, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:
Virginia Tech’s student-run, independent radio station is holding its semi-annual fundraiser Radiothon from April 6th to April 12th.  The station is encouraging donations with theme shows, live remotes around campus, and promotions about the services and education that WUVT provides to the local community.  In the past, Radiothon donations have made up about one third of our operating budget.

WUVT has been broadcasting since 1947 and is one of the oldest college radio stations in the U.S.  Its mission is to promote education and diversity by providing radio programming that, simply put, cannot be heard anywhere else on the radio dial.  This semester’s programming schedule includes genres such as Americana, bluegrass, indie-rock, folk, jazz, metal, hip hop, and children’s music.  Our weekends are filled with international programming like Indian, Turkish, African, Iranian, and Greek music.  In addition to the music, WUVT covers local news and sports, holds live shows in the studio each week, and serves local non-profit organizations by reading public service announcements.

This is a special Radiothon for WUVT.  For the past 20 years, WUVT has been striving to move to Price Mountain and upgrade our power from 3kw to 6.5kw. We have finally been able to see this come true through donations in the past year. However, the donations only make up about a third of our cost. We still need to install electricity and pay the bill, lay a foundation, rigging the antenna to the tower, etc. All of our previous donations of equipment will be of no use to us, if we can’t afford to finish the project off. Being able to pull this project off, we will be able to broaden our coverage area beyond the New River Valley. We want to provide our services and our unique programming to others. 

I have worked with WUVT for the last three years, and I have to say that it has defined my time here at Virginia Tech.  The staff of over 150 people at WUVT have a chance to learn about everything from broadcasting to engineering, with many of our alumni going on to work with the FCC, NBC and major music labels.  This is a great opportunity for students and community members alike in the NRV to enjoy new music and culture.

I hope you’ll consider helping WUVT.  We really strive to provide services to the community. No where else has a children’s show running for 17 years, or a Greek show for nearly as long. I hope that you consider supporting us in our endeavor. Feel free to contact me at 540.231.9880 or wuvtamfm@vt.edu

Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely,

Jared Thomson

General Manager, WUVT
